
 

Our Vision 

To be a friendly, intergenerational, and ethnically diverse center aimed at uniting our community, knowing our neighbors, serving 

people, and transforming lives by following the example set by Jesus.                        1 
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GOD IS FAITHFUL 
 
In Genesis 9 Noah and his family emerge from the Ark after the devastating 
flood. 
 
“And God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and 
you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I 
have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant         
between me and the earth.’”  
Genesis 9:12-13 
 
The rainbow is a sign that God will never destroy all life on earth by the        
waters ever again. God remembers. God has remained faithful.  He has a           
redemptive plan for the world.  For us this is a sign that God is at work 
through The Ladder   

Community Center. Long 
before our conception, God 

had a plan.  
 
In this photo there is a double   
rainbow over our building. One is 
solid, visible, and tangible. The   
other may be faint - just the idea of 
a rainbow, but it is forming, coming 
into view, focusing, growing bolder, 
and more vivid. 
 
In the tangible rainbow we see what 
God has already accomplished, the 
work that is already done. In the   
rainbow that is forming, we see 
God’s plan, the potential and the 
promises that are yet to come. 
 
Hope is here, was here, and will always be here in this place. Thank you for joining us on 
this journey. 

Brian Beckman & Philip Santellan 



 

Our Mission 

For the youth and young at heart (older adults), The Ladder is a place to be yourself, have fun, interact with neighbors, experience opportunities 
for personal growth and be surrounded with compassion, care and support.          2 

What a year it has been! The Ladder   

Community Center opened its doors    

February 16, 2016 for the people in our 

community. The response has been      

beyond all that we could have imagined.   

Countless activities have begun. Euchre, 

Pinochle, Dominoes, and Jigsaw puzzles. 

Movie nights, painting classes, various   

fitness opportunities, concerts, and the 

list goes on. 

We do not have enough space here to 

share all the stories of transformed lives 

in our community. 

Widows and widowers have found a place 

to belong, fostering new friendships.   

Volunteers have much to offer and help 

us create a welcoming 

a n d  i n c l u s i v e             

atmosphere. 

We have regulars that 

walk through our front 

door daily. Their weeks 

are planned around the 

happenings at The   

Ladder. 

People belong here, are loved here, and 

are served here. 

Various food programs have begun. Last  

summer we were a very successful Meet 

Up and Eat Up site for Shelby Public 

Schools. We served about 30 meals a day 

to neighborhood youth and adults. Out of 

the success of that program we engaged 

with Agewell Services and have become a 

congregate meal site for the young at 

heart. We have 155 participants signed up 

for the program and we serve an average 

of 76 meals per week. In addition, we have 

continued our relationship with Shelby 

Schools and offer a snack and supper 

during our youth hours. 

For youth, The Ladder has become a new 

hangout. In reality it has become so much 

more. Kids find solace when they are here 

from all the struggles that life throws their 

way.  

“There is always someone at The Ladder 

that needs something I have or  something 

I can give.” 

   Mary Byl 
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Maybe it’s a hard home life,                  

academic struggle, or pressure to get    

involved in illicit behavior. 

The beautiful thing is this: youth are        

resilient!  When you love,  encourage, and 

support them, something is unlocked     

inside and they are capable of so much 

more than they ever imagined.  

We have the privilege of spending          

afternoons playing dodgeball, basketball, 

shooting pool, or crafting masterpieces.  

Through all the activity, we build trust 

and form relationships. We get to lean into 

the lives of youth that will become future  

movers and shakers in our community 

and beyond. 

We are humbled that about 30 middle 

school and high school youth choose to 

visit The Ladder after school. God’s work 

in the hearts and lives of the youth in our 

community has only just begun. 

We have been blessed with so much    

support from our dedicated volunteers. In 

2016 Volunteers served hundreds of 

meals, shared skills and passions, and 

built special relationships with the young 

at heart and youth in our community. 

Without our amazing volunteers, The   

Ladder would not stand.  Thank You! 

2016 Participation 

On average 157 different registered       

participants and volunteers visited The 

Ladder each month. 

On average we had 573 visits per month by 

registered participants and volunteers. 

We had a total of 6310 visits by registered 

participants and volunteers. 

402 different registered participants and 

volunteers visited the center & checked in 

at least once.  That’s 67% involvement! 

Participant Registration 

We have a total of 596 registered           

participants and Volunteers 

37%  are Middle School and High School      

students. 

15% are adults. 

48% are young at heart (55+). 

We have 111 volunteers. 

We have about 30 active volunteers at any 

given time who serve about 90 hours/week. 

That’s 4680 hours/year! 

“I feel happy when I’m at The Ladder. ” 

   Middle School Student 
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Prayer is and has to be the foundation of 

The Ladder. This center was born out of 

prayer. Praise be to God for the fruition 

of this physical space and funding —

praise for changed hearts and          

transformed lives during this initial year. 

Moving forward, prayer will reveal His 

plans and His promises for this vital 

community space. Our part is to read His 

Word, listen to His voice and be obedient. 

We are grateful for those who join us bi-

monthly to pray together and for those 

that partner by praying at home. Our 

prayer warriors are the backbone of this         

organization.  Thank you. 

God is at work in and through The    

Ladder Community Center.  Join us as 

we move into 2017.  The journey is just 

getting started, and we are excited        

because so much more is yet to come. 

Take Action 

Pray 

Join us in prayer for our community and the 

work that God is doing here!  Contact us or 

visit our website if you are interested in  

joining our Prayer Team or Prayer Partners.  

Volunteer 

Are you interested in serving at The Ladder     

Community Center? We would be thrilled to 

have you join our team. Contact us or visit 

our website for more information. 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve 

one another, as good stewards of God’s    

varied grace.” 

1 Peter 4:10 

Give 

 

 I have enclosed my donation of $______ 

 I pledge to give $______ monthly. 

 I request to be added to The Ladder news 

and events email list. 

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________ 

City, ST, Zip:______________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________ 

 

Please send to 

The Ladder Community Center 

67 N State Street 

Shelby, MI 49455 


